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Tuesday 4th January 2022 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Covid 19 Update 
 
As we prepare to return to school for the spring term, I would like to update you with our 
arrangements for Covid 19 and guidance around isolating, testing and vaccinations. 
 
Covid case rates continue to increase very rapidly.  Within Brighton and Hove, rates are 1,528 
per 100,00, which is higher than the rates both in the South East and England.   
 
We have updated our school risk assessment and will be discussing this today in school and 
making sure everything is in place for the pupils’ return tomorrow.  
 
Masks 
Staff were wearing masks in all communal areas a few weeks before the end of term. Pupils 
are now being asked to wear masks in class. We ask that you talk to your child about the 
importance of wearing masks and helping to keep everyone safe. Staff will not be wearing 
masks in class but may choose to wear a clear visor mask. Masks will be available in school 
for pupils to use.  
 
LFD Testing 
We have been asked to conduct a round of onsite LFD testing for all staff and pupils on the 
first day back. Staff will take their tests onsite today and we will facilitate testing for pupils 
tomorrow. Pupils are being asked to test twice weekly and report their results to the NHS and 
the school. A box of tests will be issued to pupils on their return to school. 
 
Self-Isolation  
The self-isolation advice for people with coronavirus (COVID-19) has changed. It is now 
possible to end self-isolation after 7 days, following 2 negative LFD tests taken 24 hours apart 
if you do not have a high temperature. The first LFD test should not be taken before the sixth 
day.  
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If you are a contact of someone with COVID-19, and you are aged over 18 years and 6 months 
and not fully vaccinated (unless exempt for medical reasons), you are still legally required to 
self-isolate for 10 days. 
 
Symptom free lateral flow device (LFD) Testing 
 
We are strongly encouraging parents and other visitors to take a LFD test before entering the 
school. Staff and pupils should continue to test twice weekly at home, with LFD test kits, 3-4 
days apart. Testing remains voluntary but is strongly encouraged. 
 
Household contacts of someone with covid-19, aged 5 years and over, who are not legally 
required to self-isolate, are strongly advised to take an LFD test every day for 7 days, and to 
take this daily LFD test before you leave home in the morning.  
 
Covid Vaccinations 
The school immunisation team will start revisiting secondary schools from 10th January to 
deliver second doses (and some first doses) to those aged 12 to 15. We ask that you give 
your consent for these very important jabs. 
 
If you have any questions about the above then please do not hesitate to contact the school 
office or ask to speak to me directly. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Pam Ridgwell 
Executive Headteacher 
 
 


